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Calls for increased women’s rep-
resentation gain momentum 

 

Calls for increased women’s representa-
tion in political processes continue to 
gain momentum ahead of the upcoming 
watershed elections with women politi-
cians across the political divide singing 
from the same political emancipation 
hymn book. 

 

Buoyed by a Draft Constitution that has 
been largely hailed as a progressive docu-
ment in terms of elevating the status of 
Zimbabwean women, the goal of seeing 
more women in Parliament appears to be 
the current preoccupation. 

 

At a Citizen Election Series held in Bula-
wayo on Saturday 11 May and hosted 
through the collaborative efforts of sever-
al Bulawayo-based civil society organiza-
tions, women speakers representing vari-
ous political parties reiterated the need 
for women to vote for other women ar-
guing that: 

 

“Women's problems are the 
same regardless of political party 
hence they should vote for each 
other”. 

 

The Citizen Election Series clarion call for 
women to register to vote and ensure 
they vote for other women came barely 
24 hours after a similar call was made in 
Harare during the Women in Politics Sup-

port Unit (WiPSU)’s launch of the ‘Vote 
for a Woman’ campaign held at the 
Crowne Plaza hotel on 10 May 2013. 

 

WiPSU stated that the ‘Vote for a Wom-
an’ campaign was meant to accelerate 
the number of women taking up positions 
in Parliament and local government – a 
goal that appears to have won traction 
with female politicians from across the 
political divide. 

 

From Honorable Senator Tambudzani 
Mohadi of ZANU PF’s impassioned plea to 
fellow women whom she urged,  

“Women leave your houses and go and 
vote” 

 

To the ZAPU representative, Virginia 
Dube’s exhortation that women should 
cultivate a habit of voting for one anoth-
er, “…so that in the end we can have a 
female president” 

 

And to the Welshman-Ncube led MDC’s 
Thandiwe Mlilo revealing that her party 
is, 

“Implementing 25 percent equal 
representation for men, women, 
young men and women.” 

 

The forthcoming elections could be a 
litmus test for the women’s capacity to 
set aside partisan politics in favor of ad-
vancing gender equity and realizing politi-
cal empowerment. 

 

Other than being a litmus test for the 
determination and capacity of women to 
vote each other into Parliament, analysts 
say that this call for increased women 
representation will test the sincerity of 
the political parties themselves in honor-
ing the internal quota systems that some 
of them created for aspiring female can-
didates. 

 

For instance, according to Hon. Mohadi, 
women in ZANU PF are in the process of 
lobbying for a 50/50 representation in 
the party constitution which at present 
only affords them a one third representa-
tion.  

 

Meanwhile, the Citizen Election Series 
also brought to light the marginalization 
of other women, particularly the disabled 
women, whom most parties have paid 
little or no regard to. 
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‘May the force be with you’ 

AN OPINION by DELTA MILAYO NDOU 

 

The shadow being cast by the forthcoming harmonized elections is so vast that hardly any of us can afford the luxury of shrug-
ging a nonchalant shoulder, wrapping ourselves in swathes of indifference and hoping that these elections will ‘just leave us 
alone’. 

 

There is too much at stake for the eligible voter to merely decide that their pink finger is not worth staining or to make the ig-
noble choice of sitting at home, flipping through DSTV channels and pretending that elections are none of their business.  

 

The elections are everyone’s business… no in fact they are everyone’s battle.  

 

Elections are not business they are battles. They are battle to elect the people we want 
and the people we want to vote for are those whom we think will protect and advance 
our interests.  

 

You see elections are as much about self-interest as they are about any other more 
‘noble’ human quality.  

 

The self-interests of the voting public reigns supreme in the ballot box – not the will of 
politicians but the will of individuals, expressed through one ‘X’ after another until cumu-
latively thousands upon thousands of individuals collectively morph into millions saying 
the same thing.  

 

Millions of individuals, like you, determining whom they will entrust their wards, districts, towns, cities, as well as provinces and 
ultimately whom they will entrust their country to. 

 

Against the background of having the Draft Constitution sail through the lower house on Friday May 10, the Women in Politics 
Support Unit (WiPSU)’s launched its “Vote for a Woman” campaign in Harare which was attended by politicians from across the 
divide who were motivated by self-interest.  

Long queues on election day 

Responding to a question posed by Spot FM radio presenter, disability activist and 2013 recipient of the Women4Africa award, 
Soneni Gwizi with regards what the respective political parties had done for disabled persons; Honorable Sibusisiwe Masara 
admitted that as the MDC-T they “have not done much”. 

 

The Citizen Election Series was comprised of three talk-show segments featuring the youth assembly representatives, women’s 
assembly representatives and the political party spokespersons of various political parties who articulated their respective par-
ty’s position on pertinent issues. 

 

Organized collaboratively by the Bulawayo Agenda, the National Youth Development Trust (NYDT), the Bulawayo Progressive 
Residents Association (BPRA), the Women’s Institute for Leadership and Development (WILD) as well as the Habakkuk Trust – 
the Citizen Election Series provided a unique platform for the electorate to engage with political parties on pertinent issues 
ahead of the forthcoming harmonized elections.  
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Specifically, their attendance was indicative of the self-interests that come with belonging to a social group that has been histor-
ically sidelined and relegated to the margins of political processes – it expressed the desire by women to enjoy equal represen-
tation. 

 

Barely, 24 hours later a similar ‘battle cry’ echoed from the Large City Hall in Bulawayo were the Citizens Election Series provid-
ed a platform for women assembly representatives from various political parties to articulate their party’s positions on various 
issues.  

 

They all somehow managed to mention that it was imperative for women to be voted into power and that women should be at 
the forefront of voting for other women. 

 

Now I resist this idea that I should vote for anyone because of the body parts they possess, I find it as offensive as the notion 
that we should not vote for certain candidates because they don’t have a certain body part.  

 

Body parts are not a basis for voting for or against any candidate BUT the promotion of self-interests is certainly a persuasive 
premise to begin soliciting for votes. 

 

Like I said, elections are battles and for anyone to be invested in the vic-
tory of any candidate – there has to be a benefit that accrues to them 
should that candidate succeed. There has to be some self-interest that is 
served by choosing one candidate over every other. 

 

Women need to vote for other women out of self-interest. The youth 
need to vote for women out of their own self-interest. Besides given that 
our definition of a youth is a person between the age of 18 and 35, and 
given that so many females enter into marriages young and assume adult 
responsibilities that erode their classification as ‘youth’ - the category of 
‘youth’ as we understand it is quite a fluid one.  

 

The self-interests of the voting public reigns supreme in the ballot box. The ‘Vote for a Woman’ campaign is putting political 
parties on notice – and rightly so.  

 

The campaign is putting political parties on notice regarding their failure and insulting disinterest in fielding women to stand as 
electoral candidates. It is a clarion call for women to elevate their self-interests above the partisan politics that has not reward-
ed their loyalty with anything more substantial than cheap talk, empty promises and a lot of hot air. 

 

The campaign is putting political parties on notice that this time around there will be considerable political costs for political 
hypocrisy evidenced by the perpetual failure of parties to honor their own constitutions and quota systems for women. 

 

The political stakes have never been higher.  

 

Political parties need to realize that not fielding a woman in a constituency where their rivals have fielded one is not only a gam-
ble but also the throwing of the gauntlet – a dare to the female voters to prove that they will protect their self-interests over 
and above the interest of any political party.  

 

Fielding a woman used to be considered risky because the voters supposedly had little confidence in the capabilities of women 
to lead but the tide has turned and the eligible voters of today are people who were raised in a society dominated by career 
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The Draft Constitution that sailed through the lower house on Friday 10 May, coincided with the Women In Politics Support 
Unit (WiPSU)’s launch of the ‘Vote for a Woman Campaign’ at which women were advised to make the most of the sixty sen-
ate seats constitutionally reserved for them within the next decade. 

 

 

Miss Ellen Shiriyedenga, who 
read a speech on behalf of the 
Minister for Regional Integration 
and International Cooperation, 
Hon. Priscilla Misihairabwi 
Mushonga said the reserved 
seats were a stopgap measure. 

 

 

“It is important to note that 
these reserved seats are only but 
a stop-gap measure with a life 
span of ten years,” said Miss 
Shiriyedenga who stressed that 
the women who would occupy 
these seats should not seat on 
their laurels. 

 

 

  Women have 10 years to make the most of 60 seats 

women so their lived experiences inform them that body parts have nothing to do with competence or the lack of it.  

 

The ‘Vote for a Woman’ campaign is a pro-choice initiative – it doesn’t tell you what party to vote for but it urges you on what 
kind of candidate to place premium-voting value upon. Vote for a woman. For no other reason than that your self-interests 
demand that you do so. 

 

In conclusion, I must explain the odd choice of title for this article. Having said that elections are a battle and being cognizant 
of the obstacles that women face within their internal party structures to even get nominated as party candidates and the up-
hill struggle they face to be accepted by the electorate as viable leaders – I realized that the power does not lie with the parties 
but with the voters.  

 

The force for change as far as equal representation for women is concerned is the voting public not the party politicking. I was 
reminded of that Star Wars movie in which the phrase ‘may the force be with you’ is used to convey best wishes, good luck 
and hope ahead of a battle. 

 

So to every woman candidate whose name will make it to the ballot papers in the battlefield of the harmonized elections – 

may the force be with you and may the voting public chose to elevate self-interest over partisan interests by entrusting the 

future of this country to deserving women.  
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She said that the creation of these reserved seats was envisaged as a means of redressing the political realities that have seen 
political, economical and social injustices being perpetuated against the girl child and women the world over. 

 

Within the context of Zimbabwe, Miss Shiriyedenga noted that the existing status quo presented a largely hostile political, 
social and economic environment that does not foster women emancipation. 

 

 

“The net effect of these negative influences is the underrepresentation of women in key decision making spheres…the 
whole rationale behind those [sixty Senate] seats is therefore to ensure that the women who will benefit are mandat-
ed with championing women’s issues and redressing the gender imbalances that prevail in all spheres.” 

 

 

Miss Shiriyedenga stressed that there would be a need to ensure that the women who benefit from these reserved seats be 
given clear terms of reference with their primary mandate being to foster women emancipation. 

 

 

Speaking at the same event, the Minister of Women Affairs, Gender and Community Development and ZANU PF Women’s 
political commissar for the Women’s League, Dr. Olivia Muchena emphasized that the sixty reserved seats were a fast-track 
measure aimed at attaining gender equity. 

 

 

“The objective was to fast-track the achievement of 50/50 representation before 2015, so we had to find many ways 
of doing that but more importantly, we wanted to create a consciousness in the minds and reality of the Zimbabwean 
voter getting them used to seeing a critical mass of women in the Parliament,” said Dr. Muchena. 

 

 

The launch was graced by Women Affairs, Gender and Community Development minister, Dr. Olivia Muchena, her deputy 
Hon. Jessie Majome, Labour Minister Paurina Mpariwa, minister of State Flora Buka, Goromonzi MP Beater Nyamupinga, The-
resa Makone the co-minister of Home Affairs including senator Sibusisiwe Masara and Tambudzani Mohadi among others.   

 


